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Many thanks from the UKS2 team! 

 

 

The Y5/6 Team would like to extend a very warm welcome to our 
new Year 5s, and a welcome back to our Y6s. We have had a lovely 
first week and are very pleased with the way in which the children 
have settled to their new classes, teachers and routines. 

What does a day in Y5/6 look like? 

Your child needs to be at school for 8.45am. We start the 
day with reading activities. At this time, we run reading 
interventions for those children who need some extra 
support. 

Reading books 

                      We would like Y5/6 children to read at least 20 pages every day. Children need         
                  to bring their reading book to school every day. They are old enough to remember 
                  this for themselves, but they might need a little reminder! We would appreciate it if  
                  you could sign their yellow reading record to say they have completed  
                  their reading. Children need to bring their reading records back in             
every Monday, so that teachers can check how they are getting on.  
 
Just like in Y3/4, our children take Accelerated Reader quizzes to demonstrate their 
understanding of the books they have read. They should be quizzing on a weekly  
basis. If they pass with 80% or more, they will then be able to choose a book at               
a higher level. 
 
Those children who we feel aren’t reading or quizzing enough, will be asked to attend a 
reading club at breaktime.         
                    

Maths 

Maths is usually the first lesson of the day after reading. We use a scheme of work called 
White Rose. Each lesson consists of an arithmetic (+, -, x and ÷) starter. The teacher then 
introduces the new learning and children are given the opportunity to practise with the support 
of a learning partner. The final part is independent work in books. Children’s maths work is 
often self-marked in order for them to receive instant feedback.  

The maths we will be teaching this half term is: 

 Place Value, including reading, writing, ordering and partitioning numbers. 
 Addition & Subtraction 
 Multiplication & Division 

It is very important that children continue to practise their times tables if they don’t yet 
know them all. Your child needs to be able to recall all times tables up to 12 x 12 quickly and 
mentally, including linked division facts.  E.g. 6 x 7 = 42 so we know that 42 ÷ 6 = 7  
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English 

We teach English after play. This half term, we are basing our writing on a                    
book called The Island, by Armin Greder. We will be writing a setting                            
description, a narrative (including dialogue), a character description, and a                      
persuasive piece. Children will learn the grammar and punctuation required                                                
for each type of writing. Also as part of English, we will be focusing on: 

 Handwriting - children need to develop a fluent cursive handwriting style 
 Spelling – we are starting the year with a recap on the Y3/4 National Curriculum words, 

and we will move on to those that need to be learnt in Y5/6. 
 Grammar – as well as the grammar required for each text type, children will learn 

grammar rules such as word classes and different sentence types. 
 

Foundation Subjects 

In the afternoons, we teach the foundation 
subjects and science. Topics coming up this half 
term include: 

 Science - How do forces impact on our 
everyday life? 

 Computing – How do I keep safe online? 
 Geography – What are the similarities and 

differences between the countries of South 
America?  

 French – Je Me Presente 
 RHE – How can we keep healthy as we grow? 
 Art – How do you create depth in a still life 

watercolour painting? 
 RE – What do people believe? 

 

PE 

We have PE on Wednesday and 
Friday afternoons. Children 
should wear their PE kit to school 
on these days. 

Oracy 

We would like our children to 
become excellent communicators. 
We will be teaching the skills of 
how to talk, and providing 
opportunities for children to 
practise these skills. Part of this 
involves developing children’s 
understanding and use of 
vocabulary.  

Our Class book 

We always have a class reader on the go, which we usually read this at the                     
end of the day. The book we are currently reading is Wonder, by the American            
author R.J. Palacio.  

And finally… 

We want our children to thrive and grow into confident members of the school and wider 
community. If you have any concerns about any aspect of your child’s education or well-
being, please don’t hesitate to contact their class teacher. Thank you for your support, 

Mrs. Beetham (Laurel)          Mrs. Rehal (Maple)       Mr. Tunnicliffe (Redwood) 


